December 2021

Mid-Michigan Emmaus
Newsletter
Please share this newsletter with any of your Emmaus friends. We need help
to get the word out since our database still has incorrect email addresses for
many members. Any new or corrected email addresses can be sent to
tkcamill@aol.com . Thank you for your help.

Men’s Spring
Walk
April 21-24, 2022

Women’s Spring
Walk
April 28 – May 1,
2022
Post Walk
May 5, 2022
4:00-6:00 pm.
Location:
Aldersgate UMC
2206 Airfield Ln.
Midland, MI 48642

Information:
midmichiganemmaus.com
register4mmewalk@gmail.com

Chrysalis Events
We welcome ideas for the newsletter from anyone in the
Emmaus community. Do you have something
inspirational you would like to share. Consider a
devotion, a poem, a real-life story, a picture, some
humor, an Emmaus recipe, or a book suggestion. Please
send your submission to Mary Wheeler at
mwheelie@gmail.com
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www.chrysalis.emsem.org

Dear Mid-Michigan Emmaus Community,
As 2021 draws to a close, it is once again time for planning for the year ahead. Your board of directors
are committed to monthly gatherings, bimonthly newsletters, as well as planning for spring walks.
This is a very busy time of year for the Emmaus community. We have a scheduled gathering for
January which will be at New Heart Church in Saginaw, we will also send a zoom link to try and
connect both in-person and online community together that day. Watch your email and Facebook for
the zoom link the week of the gathering. January 15 th 4-6pm 1802 W. Michigan Ave., Saginaw. Bring
your nametag and a dish to pass. February gathering is a scheduled zoom meeting on Friday
February 11th at 7pm, please check your email and Facebook for the link that week.
Team selection committee is meeting to fill the slots for the upcoming teams and team training will
begin soon. We are excited to finally get back to having weekends again after all the turmoil of the
last several months with the pandemic. We are relying on God to carry us through the next several
months as we faithfully prepare for these walks. With that being said, there are a few items I would
like the community to consider. First, December is the time to elect new board members. If you are
interested in serving on the board of directors, please reach out to me by phone or email. We have
many board members who have completed their commitment and it is time for others to step up and
fill those positions. Weekends don't happen without a committed board.
Second, consider serving on the upcoming walks. There are many positions to fill. From the
conference room to the outside team, kitchen, and auxiliary, we need many committed servants to
put on weekends. Because of Covid, we also are making a few changes to help keep people safe and
comfortable. Some of those include a health screen and temperature checks when entering, less
people per room for sleeping arrangements, tables staying in ‘pods’, lower number of pilgrims,
allowing local outside team to sleep at home so those at the church can spread out further and the
church back lot can accommodate a few campers in the lot for team members if they are selfcontained.
Third, begin now by praying for who you could sponsor for the spring walks. Sponsorship is the most
important part of the weekends. Without sponsors, we will not have pilgrims and without pilgrims we
end up having to cancel weekends. When we have to cancel a weekend after a team has been
prepared, it can be very discouraging and makes it very difficult to get folks to commit to teams.
And finally, just show up. Candlelight, closing, post walk gatherings, these are all critical times for the
pilgrims as they experience their Emmaus walk. Gathering together as a community is important to
support these new pilgrims and surround them with agape love, spiritual support, and fellowship.
That is what makes Emmaus work. These times are uplifting to all of us.
So, I hope you will get revitalized this year and pour out your servant hearts to cover this community
with love, prayers, and acts of service.
I believe 2022 will be a fresh start for our community, and I look forward to what God has in store for
us. May God bless each and everyone one of you this Christmas season, and may he continue to
bless the Mid-Michigan Emmaus Community.
Robert McCormick
Community Lay Director
Mid-Michigan Emmaus
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December Gathering
Our Gathering on December 4th was really nice. It was wonderful to see some old familiar faces, sing songs, eat
good food Emmaus style, and hear from God’s Word. Praise God for such a nice community of people.

UPCOMING GATHERINGS
Saturday, January 15th 4-6pm at
New Heart UMC W. Michigan Ave.
Saginaw
In Person and trying out zoom with it
Friday, February 11th, 7pm
Zoom Only
Saturday, March 12th 4-6pm at
Aldersgate Airfield St. Midland
In Person & zoom with it
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BOOKSHELF
Tricia Wiegerink, Literature Chairperson
One of Mother Teresa's favorite texts in the Bible, which she often quoted to support her ministry to
the poor, is "Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me" (Matthew 25:40, 45, NIV)
I would like to include with my book recommendation an opportunity to raise awareness of a very sad
and pervasive problem - human trafficking. Human trafficking is the use of force, fraud or coercion to
compel people to engage in acts against their will. There are two main types of trafficking: sex and
labor. In other words, it is modern day slavery. Human trafficking is the fastest growing criminal
activity; only second to drug dealing. Human trafficking takes place in every state with Michigan being
one of the highest in the nation. In addition to the book I am recommending, if you would like to find
out more about this issue and what you can do, you can go to the following websites:
www.polarisproject.org
www.state.gov/tip
www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking
Here is my book recommendation:
When Angels Fight: My Story of Escaping Sex Trafficking and Leading a Revolt
Against the Darkness: by Leslie King
When she was fifteen years old, Leslie King ran
away from an abusive home, looking for a
better life and longing for real love. What she
found instead was a man who wooed her just
long enough to trap her in a life of prostitution.
She became one of the many thousands of
trafficked individuals in the United States, a
number that continues to rise—in the biggest
cities and in the most idyllic towns.

got to work on the mission to which he had
called her.
Now Leslie is a passionate and heroic advocate
for other trafficked women and teenage girls in
her community and across the country.

When Angels Fight includes powerful advice
from Leslie and those she's encountered in her
work—police officers, judges, and other
advocates and activists. She also shows you
what YOU can do to make a real difference in
your own community. Her call from God
includes marshaling others to the cause and
equipping them to fight alongside her and the
angels who battle for God's children—just as
they once fought for her.

As is true for so many in similar situations, life
was nothing but brokenness and pain for Leslie.
After years of hopelessness, she finally decided
to take her own life. And then God spoke. With
his promise that he was with her and had
mighty things for her to accomplish ringing in
her ears, she got off the streets, got clean, and

Chair
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Submission by Trisha Wiegerink, Literature

Cook’s Corner
Swiss Chicken Bake
Submitted by Julie Mishler
Recipe by Lisa McCormick
10 chicken breasts, boneless, skinless
2 cans cream of chicken soup
10 slices Swiss cheese
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Coat roaster bottom w/soup & layer w/chicken (placed closely)
Lightly cover chicken with more soup
Completely cover chicken with cheese slices
Smother with more soup
Bake @ 350° for approx. 45 minutes.
Serve w/long grain & wild rice blend (made w/chicken stock)
Use extra cheese/soup mixture like gravy over rice

Note: To serve 100 people, use 100 breasts, 20 cans of soup, 100 slices of cheese
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Keith Green “Asleep in the Light”
Listen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wKsIR5qlss
Do you see, do you see all the people sinking down?
Don't you care, don't you care are you gonna let them drown?
How can you be so numb not to care if they come?
You close your eyes and pretend the job's done
Bless me Lord, bless me Lord You know it's all I ever hear
No one aches, no one hurts no one even sheds one tear
But He cries, He weeps, He bleeds and He cares for your needs
And you just lay back and keep soaking it in
Oh, can't you see it's such a sin? 'Cause He brings people to your door
And you turn them away as you smile and say
God bless you, be at peace and all heaven just weeps
'Cause Jesus came to your door you've left Him out in the street
Open up, open up and give yourself away
You see the need, you hear the cries so how can you delay?
God's calling and you're the one but like Jonah you run
He's told you to speak but you keep holding it in
Can't you see it's such a sin?
The world is sleeping in the dark that the church just can't fight
'Cause it's asleep in the light
How can you be so dead, when you've been so well fed
Jesus rose from the grave and you, you can't even get out of bed
Jesus rose from the dead, come on, get out of your bed
How can you be so numb not to care if they come
You close your eyes and pretend the job's done
You close your eyes and pretend the job's done
Don't close your eyes, don't pretend the job's done
Come away, come away, come away with Me my love
Come away from this mess, come away with Me, my love
Come away, come away, come away with Me my love
Come away from this mess, come away with Me, my love
Come away, come away, come away with Me my love
Come away from this mess, come away with Me, my love
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Salvation - By Pastor Dave Stewart
Dear Mid-Michigan Emmaus Community Friends,
As we reach the turn of the year into 2022, we find ourselves at an uncertain tipping point between hopefulness
and despair: Hopefulness that the Omicron COVID variant may prove to be the "wind-down" of the COVID
pandemic, transitioning into a "normal" flu-like endemic. A lot of media commentators have their fingers
crossed, hoping this will prove out. Then there is the feared despair of more COVID, more hospitals filled up,
society once again shuttered.
Regardless of which scenario pans out, those of us in Christ Jesus are to count all things joy, for our inheritance
is an eternal Kingdom. Another thing which also is unchanging is our commission as agents to advance Christs'
Kingdom.
Lately, I retrieved some old music from the 80's for my devotional time; Keith Green. As I listened to the entire
CD, I wept, going through 7 Kleenex. Words to one of these songs, "Asleep in the Light" is featured in this
newsletter. Read & weep! The work is not done!
Jesus in Matt. 9:37-38; Luke 10:2; John 4:35-38 tells us that "the harvest is great, but the laborers are
few....behold the harvest is ripe!" We are to pray for workers! We are to be workers, be it out front or behind the
scenes! Walk to Emmaus has probably been the most effective harvesting & disciple making instrument among
us in recent years. Let us not grow tired of doing good!
Join us in praying for renewed Walks, renewed harvest, reinvigorated workers & pilgrims for upcoming Walks!
Blessings,
Dave Stewart
Spiritual Director
PS. I have served 7 years as Spiritual Director, 4 years beyond the normal. While it has been a rich spiritual
experience to serve, the time has arrived for me to turn over the mantle to a successor by June of 2022. If you
feel a Holy Spirit tug in that direction, please let us know.
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“HOW’S YOUR FAITH?”
I ran into someone who had spoken at our small bible study after 13 years and that was his question to me! I had
to ponder that a moment; and honestly, in that moment, I realized I had not been as intentional as I should have
been in growing my faith. I let the worries of the world and To-do lists as well as what other people thought
take me back a few steps. I’m grateful for that encounter. I’m sure The Good Shepherd divinely appointed it to
nudge me back to the straight path for my own good. It is so easy to get off our good path with all the clamor
and clutter in this life. From time to time we need to look at our PRIORITIES again, like we did on our
Emmaus Walks. This community has not been as vibrant as it was since the database issues with the last
conversion and the shutdown from Covid. Some have graduated to Heaven, others are not as able as they once
were, many of us had big life changes occur. Emmaus Gathering attendance is currently still thin and many 4th
day groups have not been meeting or completely dissolved. When I first took my walk in 2011 there was such a
big fire in so many! Has a need for growth and community really changed? Acts 2:24 says “ They devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” It is the verse on
the bottom of our card we received with our cross. I pray that fire Can rekindle again and spark that fire in new
pilgrims. Emmaus Walks are a great way for God to become close to those who have not fully encountered Him
deeply or would benefit from drawing closer to Him. Emmaus Walks spur leaders in the church. It’s not just
some everyday social club, it helps others grow and know their Lord in deeper ways and want to take action.
We should be excited to give that experience to others. It should also sharpen us and encourage us to go deeper
and become better in how we serve for Christ. I hope you pray and listen for who God wants you to reach out
to sponsor in these upcoming walks. Maybe consider being the hands and feet of Christ in our own Emmaus
Community and volunteer to help on the walks or as a part time committee person or a board position. And take
a few moments to truly ponder HOW’S YOUR FAITH?… then take some action.

GLYASDI,

Pati Weingartz
Agape/Secretary
Midmichiganemmausagape@gmail.com
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MME Board
Contact Us
Position
Community Lay
Director
Community Spiritual
Director
Agape Chair
Board Secretary
Board Support
Board Treasurer
Candlelight/Sponsor’s
Hour Chair
Database Chair
Facilities Chair
Gatherings Chair
Group Reunion Chair
Kitchen Chair
Literature Chair
Music/Entertainment
Chair
Newsletter Chair
Prayer Vigil
Registrar
Team Selection Chair
Trailer/Supplies
Chair
Website
*upcoming vacancy

Name

Phone

Email

Bob McCormick

810-357-5617

mccor1958@gmail.com

734-904-7218

dkspreaches@gmail.com

989-835-6594
989-835-6594

weingartz4jesus@charter.net
weingartz4jesus@charter.net

989-430-4291

pynnonen26@yahoo.com

Wendy Orzel

989-450-4450

worzel64@yahoo.com

Teresa Camilleri

989-859-4799

*Dave Stewart

734-904-7218

Mary Wheeler
vacant (w)
vacant (w)
Trisha Wiegerink

989-274-6722
989-450-4450
989-450-4450
989-312-0686

tkcamill@aol.com
pastordave@pigeonsalemumc.co
m
mwheelie@gmail.com
worzel64@yahoo.com
worzel64@yahoo.com
junebugslug@hotmail.com

---

---

Mary Wheeler
Matt Pollard
vacant (w)
Bob McCormick

989-274-6722
989-450-4450
810-357-5617

mwheelie@gmail.com
recclubmap@yahoo.com
register4mmewalk@gmail.com
mccor1958@gmail.com

Board shared

---

---

Teresa Camilleri

989-859-4799

tkcamill@aol.com

*Pastor Dave
Stewart
Pati Weingartz
Pati Weingartz
Jill Pollard
Cathleen Kelley
Bruce Pynonen

vacant

Do you have any ideas for change that you would like the board to consider?
Please email or call any of the board members and let us know. We welcome your
input. Together, we are the hands and feet of God.

God Loves You and So Do We,
the Mid-Michigan Emmaus Community Board

